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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



SIR: 



Prior to the issuance of an Office Action, please amend the specification and claims as 



IN THE CLAIMS; 

Please amend the following claims: 

3. (Amended) The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the first code decided by the 
spreading factor is obtained by systematically varying a code that conforms to the minimum 
spreading factor. 



follows: 



22126218.09 



REMARKS 



This amendment is being submitted to avoid multiple dependent claims. 
Attached hereto is a marked-up version of the changes made to the claims by the current 
amendment. The attached page is captioned "Version with markings to show changes made/' 
Favorable consideration is respectfully requested. 
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VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 



IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please amend the following claims: 

3. (Amended) The apparatus according to claim 1 er~2, wherein the first code decided by the 
spreading factor is obtained by systematically varying a code that conforms to the minimum 
spreading factor. 
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